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REMARKS 

to the Office Action dated December 17, 2004, Applicant 
, and S4. Claims 1-58 are pending. 



$ubj<H;t matter. 



aid 



(VSM) 



Claim Rejection Under 3S U.S,C- S 111 

In the Office Action^ the Bxai 
paragraph, as being indefinite for faili 
matter which applicant i^egards as the 
52, and 54 for purposes of clarificatic 
point out and distinctly claim the 

With resfpect to claims 23-37 
appears to be perfonned by the storin 
cannot actually be performed by a stci 
that the Examiner has misunderstood 
does not refer to a separate activity or 
52. Rather, the virtual storage map 
and a secondary virtual storage. The 
information. The VSM map itself re)" 
secondary virtual storage. No furthei 
23, 46, 49, and 52 for purposes 

With respect to claims 38-45, 
language "allocating.'* Applicant has 
VSM that itself represents an allocati 
storage. Consistent with the specificajii 
required or intended by the terms "rei> 
claims 23, 38, 46, 49, 52, and the clai 
elements. 

With respect to claim 54, the 1 
describing a separate **defining activity, 
separate activity or step in the context 



liner rejected claims 23-58 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
iig to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
nvention. Applicant has amended claims 23, 38, 46, 49, 
Applicant submits that claims, as amended, particularly 
as required by 35 U.S-C. 1 1 2, second paragraph. 
46-58, the Examiner stated that "the 'allocating' 
of a virtual storage map, however, the ^allocating* activity 
jjed virtual storage map." Applicant respectfully submits 
ihe intended meaning of the claims. The teron "allocating'' 
5tep in the context of independent claims 23, 46, 49^ and 
represents an allocation of a primary virtual storage 
Lxaminer is correct that the VSM is a collection of 
esents an allocation of the primaiy virtxial storage and 
activity need be performed. Applicant has amended claims 

to address the Examiner's concerns, 
the Examiner made a similar interpretation of the claim 
imended claim 38 to clarify that the controller maintains a 
i iPL of a primaiy virtual storage and a secondary virtual 



of clar ification 



on of the present application, no subsequent steps are 
resents an allocation.'' For these reason, independent 
dependent &om them do not omit any essential steps or 



US 



xaminer similarly mistook the phrase define" as 

However, the phrase "to define" does not refer to a 
of independent claim 54. Rather, claim 54, as amended. 



'5^ 



'vn 
O 

o 



-12- 



PAGE 14/15 ' RCVD AT 1/31I20II5 3:17:08 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO'EF)(RF-1/0 * DNIS:87293(W ' CSID:651-735-1102 ' DURATION (mnKS):03-62 



01/31/2005 15:26 



651-735-1102 



SHUMAKER & SIEFFERT 



PAGE 15/15 



Application Number 10/020,086 
Responsive to Office Action mailed Decembi 



recites tbe step of storing a VSM to 
virtual storage and a secondary virtiiai 
definition of tbe allocation of the stori 
clarification. 

With respect to claim 46, the ] : 
of the claim is luiclear, reasoning thai 
selectively filtered, since they are 
requests are capable of being selective 
Examine has misunderstood this 
application, unpublished vendor-speci 
manner. When a request is received, 
If the request is not on the published 1 
Independent claim 46 and the claims c 
requests withdrawal of all rejections u 

Applicants are hopeful that the 
the claimed invention. If the Examine 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, it is n 
convenience. 



•ir 17, 2004 

di^Sne an allocation of a set of storage units for a primary 



All claims in this application tr 
requests reconsidemtion and prompt ii 
additional fees or oredit any 
invited to telephone the below-signed 

Date: 



SHUMAKER & SIEFFERT, P.A. 
8425 Seasons Parkway, Suite 105 
St Paul, Minnesota 55125 
Telephone: 651.735.1100 
Fax:simile: 651.735.1102 



storage. In other words, the VSM itself provides the 
ibe units. Applicant has amraded claim 54 for purposes of 

|Kaminer stated that the scope and meaning of the language 
t is "not clear how 'requests' that are ^unpubli^ed^ can be 
unci ijsclosed they are iinknown, and it is illogical that unknown 

y filtered." Applicant respectfiilly subnets that the 
a^^bt of the invention. As described in the present 

5c requests may be selectively filtered in the following 
the controller can compare it to a list of published requests. 
St, the controller may filter it as an unpublished request 
fependent therefrom are therefore patentable. Applicant 
iider 35 U.S.C. 112, 

discussion above will aid the Examiner's understanding of 
r has any further questions or continues to maintain the 
quested he contact the undersigned by telephone at his 



CONCLUSION 
*e in condition for allowance. Applicant respectfiilly 
lowance of all pending claims. Please charge any 
overpayn tent to deposit account number 50-1778, The Examiner is 
ittomey to discuss this application. 



By: 



Name: Kent J. Sieifert 
Reg. No.: 41.312 
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